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1. INTRODUCTION  

1.1 Project RECONNECT: 

The RECONNECT project (Regional cooperation for the transnational ecosystem sustainable 

development), is implemented under the framework of the transnational Cooperation 

Programme Interreg V-B Balkan Mediterranean 2014-2020, and is co-funded by the 

European Union and National Funds of the participating countries. 

RECONNECT project aims to develop a transnational cooperative network for sustainable 

management of Marine Protected Areas (MPAs) and Natura 2000 sites. The new 

transnational and holistic approach, which will be developed, will change the current 

protection strategies in the Balkan-Mediterranean area, promoting more efficient and 

accurate management practices.  

The main outputs of the RECONNECT project will provide information concerning habitat 

attributes, as well as the essential biodiversity, socio-economic and cultural variables of the 

participating countries. 

The RECONNECT partnership consists of 9 beneficiaries: 6 ERDF partners, 1 IPA partner, 

and 2 ERDF observer partners. The partnership covers 4 Balkan-Mediterranean countries 

(Greece, Cyprus, Bulgaria, Albania), thus assuring wide transnational representation 

comprising the majority of the Balkan-Mediterranean 2014-2020 programme. The 

partnership includes universities (2) and research institutes (2), a national public authority 

(1) a non-governmental organization (1) and a public authority responsible for the 

management of a NATURA 2000 site (1). It also involves two observer partners from 

countries outside the Balkan-Med region, an Italian University and a research institute in 

France. 
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1.2 Deliverable’s objective 

The RECONNECT partnership aimed through deliverable D3.X.2 to organise training 

seminars for the citizen scientists who will voluntarily help to better protect the selected 

marine protected areas. These training seminars will be primarily focused on scuba-divers, 

who as described in D5.X.1, will be invited to dive in chosen diving spots where permanent 

quadrats were installed. 

The divers will be instructed to follow the simple methodology developed under D5.X.1, and 

to enforce the suggested best diving practices. The Department of Biological Sciences of the 

University of Cyprus was responsible for implementing this deliverable, thus shared some 

guidelines in executing these training seminars with partners from MADPA, IBER-BAS, and 

FNS. Additionally, DBS-UCY shared relevant informative material, the training seminar’s 

agenda and the power point presentations prepared specifically for promoting the best 

diving practices, and the citizen science methodology. 

The general aim is to quickly instruct the interested divers on how to monitor the selected 

key habitats and species and to observe and report on significant distribution changes, 

record sightings of endemic and alien species, and anything else that they believe it’s worth 

to be documented. For example, the citizen scientists might observe during their dives 

abandoned fishing gear (e.g. ghost nets) and they might want to report that, instead of 

photos of the permanent quadrats. They will be able to do so through the online platform   

https://cs-reconnect.hcmr.g designed by the lead partner. 

1.3. About Citizens Science 

Citizen Science is the public involvement in inquiry and discovery of new scientific 

knowledge. Citizen science reflects active citizenship, since citizens are involved in the 

collection of large quantities of data, regarding a number of different habitats, locations, even 

scientific goals, over a long period of time. According to Bonney et al. (2009), citizen science 

projects have been proved remarkably successful since citizen scientists provide an 

immense amount of data, regarding species occurrence and distribution, while being 

involved in projects all over the world. This has resulted in a remarkable advancement of 

scientific knowledge, and an active involvement towards the protection of environment. 

https://cs-reconnect.hcmr.g/
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Environmental monitoring using citizen science projects has increased worldwide over the 

past few years. These projects have been implemented in many ecosystems including marine 

and terrestrial environments. It not only serves the purpose of increasing knowledge and 

awareness about the environment, but it also increases the amount of information and data 

that can be collected when funding is limited. In other words, choosing a Citizen Science 

approach can be a cost-effective way of gathering a large amount of data, since the balance 

between the long-term cost of acquiring suitable data from scientists is greater than the cost 

of supporting volunteers to acquire these data (Pocock, et al., 2014). 

The common features of citizen science practices are: (a) anyone can participate, (b) 

participants use the same protocol so data can be combined and be of high quality, (c) data 

can help scientists come to real conclusions, and (d) a wide community of scientists and 

volunteers work together and share data to which the public, as well as scientists, have 

access. 

Citizen science enables participants to make a direct contribution to research, increase 

their scientific understanding, and immerse themselves deeply afield in learning about 

environmental issues. These opportunities provide personally transformative experiences. 

Some recent examples of the power of Citizen Science follow in the next paragraphs. 

1.4 RECONNECT’s citizen science protocol 

The following guidelines mentioned in the advice paper of the League of European Research 

Universities (LERU), published in 2016, are the backbone of successfully executed citizen 

science projects. As mentioned in D3.X.1, these guidelines were considered important for 

the development of RECONNECT’s methodology. 

Guideline 1: Recruitment and retention. 

When designing a citizen science project, researchers should plan for substantial and 

sustained investment in outreach and community management, to ensure adequate 

numbers and diversity in the citizen science community that will participate in the project. 

Also, as mentioned in the respective advice paper, successful identification of audiences also 

plays a vital role. Audiences can be identified and targeted through the internet and the 

media, tapping into existing groups or partner organizations, which appears particularly 
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effective. Targeting civic groups, neighborhood organizations and non-profit environmental 

protection groups can help amplify participation. Retention can create a core of participants 

with advanced levels of experience, providing local leadership and resulting in the collection 

of more reliable data. 

Guideline 2: Quality and impact. 

As mentioned in the LERU’s advice paper, researchers planning citizen science projects 

should clearly define the impact they aim to have at the outset of the project, as well as 

regularly communicate with the participants to track their progress towards this impact, or 

deviations that may occur, through a broad range of indicators, from scientific publications 

to more popular forms of dissemination. 

Guideline 3: Learning and creativity. 

Where feasible, projects should be designed to encourage all participants fully to contribute 

their talents and creativity, to grow their skills and responsibilities within the project, and 

to increase their knowledge of the related science in a pedagogically sound way. Researchers 

should encourage creativity from volunteers for two reasons: Creativity appears to be an 

indicator of high engagement in the project; Creativity can lead to innovation and helping 

the project to operate better. Being part of a project community appears to be an important 

motivating factor for creativity to take place. It is through the community that creative 

individuals have an audience to share their ideas with and to receive validation for their 

efforts (Jennett, et al., 2016). 

Guideline 4: Openness and transparency. 

Researchers developing citizen science projects should adopt open science standards 

consistent with their institutional policies, including open access publication, open data 

standards, open source software, and extending to full transparency of the research 

methods. 

Guideline 5: Organization, communication and sustainability. 

Citizen science projects require appropriate organizational and oversight structures to 

represent the interests of all stakeholders, codes of conduct to ensure respectful 
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communication between all participants, and a long-term data preservation plan that 

enables open access to results and data, ideally sustainable beyond the end of the project. 

Guideline 6: Credit and reward. 

Citizen participation should be recognized properly, for example through acknowledgement 

or co-authorship in publications, where appropriate, through motivational rewards and 

through a credit system that enables tracking of contributions. 

Guideline 7: Ethical and legal considerations. 

Researchers should provide clear terms and conditions for participating citizen scientists 

consistent with both open science and personal privacy requirements. Where useful to the 

project, citizens may be involved in decision making aspects. Where appropriate, they 

should retain control over personal data they have shared, also beyond the end of the 

project. 

1.5 The RECONNECT Citizen Science methodology  

As was mentioned in the introduction, keeping things simple is vital for the successful 

implementation of the citizen science actions. For this reason, RECONNECT’s methodology 

was built in a simple-to-follow basis. The citizen scientists will need to follow the 5 steps 

described below, and through this way they will be able to produce useful data, reported in 

a systematic way. 

I. Dive to the site 

The participants will know about the pre-selected diving trails and will be suggested 

to look for the quadrats GPS coordinates in the citizen science platform (https://cs-

reconnect.hcmr.gr/), which will have a map for each pilot site, and the locations of all 

the quadrats will be displayed. Through this way, the citizen scientists will be 

familiarized with the area of the pilot stations before the dives. 

II. Search for the quadrats 

The citizen scientists will need to dive to the sites, and search for the quadrats. As 

was mentioned before, in the Cypriot study sites for example, the divers will need to 

look for 10 quadrats, in each of the three selected diving sites. The challenge will be 

to track and report all the quadrats.  

https://cs-reconnect.hcmr.gr/
https://cs-reconnect.hcmr.gr/
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III. Take a photo 

The participants will be requested to take a photo of the quadrat. They will need to 

make sure that the quadrat’s label will be in the picture and will need to double-check 

that it’s in focus. Through this way they will be able to record the marine biodiversity 

which will be developed in the quadrats and report it back to the scientists. 

IV. Report what’s important 

Apart from taking pictures of the quadrats, the citizen scientists will be able to report 

anything they think it’s important mentioning. A pre-defined list with the most 

important species per study site will be offered as an option for additionally 

reporting. Also, a pre-defined list on threats and anthropogenic effects on the diving 

site such as marine litter, abandoned fishing gear (e.g. ghost nets), diver recklessness 

etc. will be included in the database in order to help the volunteers report back 

anything they believe it’s worth mentioning. This will contribute to the overall 

management of the area. It will be emphasized to them that their contribution in this 

project would be the realization of the importance of acting. Each citizen has to take 

a level of responsibility and contribute in any possible way towards the overall 

protection of the marine environment. Each act, each initiative for reporting would 

be welcomed. 

V. Upload the photo 

After taking their pictures, the citizen scientists will be requested to upload them in 

the citizen science platform (https://cs-reconnect.hcmr.gr/) which was built for 

serving this purpose. They will be able to upload each quadrat in each study site 

separately and thus easily see their success in finding all the requested quadrats. It 

will be the main media of reporting and a way of communication between the 

participants and the organizers.  

1.6 Citizen Science online platform 

An online platform for the citizen science initiative was created in deliverable D5.X.3 from 

HCMR team (Image 1). The citizen scientists which participated in the project, were 

instructed to upload their pictures and submit their reports through this online platform 

(https://cs-reconnect.hcmr.gr) used for the aforementioned actions.  

https://cs-reconnect.hcmr.gr/
https://cs-reconnect.hcmr.gr/
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Image 1: Part of the main page of RECONNECT’s citizen science platform. 

 

 

 

Image 2: The map indicating the diving spots selected in the Cavo Greco marine protected 

area, in Cyprus, as displayed in the main page. 
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Image 3: The “Study Areas” section, showing the dive sites selected in Cyprus. 

Image 4: The map prepared by DBS-UCY’s external expert GE Geometric Ltd, to showcase 

the three diving spots of Cyprus and the permanent quadrats placed there. 
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Image 5: Example of a permanent quadrat as placed in a Posidonia oceanica meadow in Cavo 

Greco Cyprus. This picture was displayed in the “Study Areas” section in the citizen science 

platform. 

 

 

Image 6: A picture and a description displayed in the citizen science platform, showcasing 

Ayioi Anargyroi site, which is one of the three diving sites selected in the study site of Cyprus.  
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Image 7: A picture and a description displayed in the citizen science platform, showcasing 

Cyclops cave diving site, in Cavo Greco, Cyprus. 

 

Image 8: A picture and a description displayed in the citizen science platform, showcasing 

Canyon diving site, in Cavo Greco, Cyprus. 
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Image 9: The RECONNECT’s methodology as explained in the citizen science online 

platform. 
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Image 10: The observations as submitted by citizen scientists in Cyprus, Bulgaria and 

Greece. 
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Image 11: Adding an observation for the Cypriot study site, in the citizen science platform. 

This section requested some information regarding the water temperature, thermocline’s 

depth and the water’s visibility. 

 

 

Image 12: The uploading images section. A citizen scientist had the opportunity to upload 

a picture for a specific permanent quadrat just by uploading it in the browsing tab of the 

quadrat’s label. 

 

 

 



 

Project co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the participating countries 
17 

 

Image 13: The citizen scientists were additionally requested if they observed these species 

during their dive. They could simply record this by replying to a Yes/No question next to a 

species’ picture. 
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Image 14: The last section of adding an observation. The citizen scientists were lastly 

questioned whether they observed any of the anthropogenic threats mentioned above. 

This included a) fishing gear abandonment, b) marine litter, c) diver recklessness, d) 

anchoring and e) urban wastewater discharge near the diving site. Additionally, a comment 

section was added below, in order to give them the ability to document anything else not 

included above. 
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Image 15: The news section in the citizen science platform.  
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Image 16: The citizen science training seminar hosted by the Department of Biological 

Sciences and the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research, as advertised in the citizen 

science platform. 
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As seen in the images above, users of the online platform were able to find maps for each 

pilot site, which indicated the areas where the permanent quadrats were placed. Through 

this way, it was easier for them to dive to each site and locate each quadrat. The users were 

able to upload their pictures and provide some baseline information on what they have 

generally observed in the area, as well as some technical information concerning their dive. 

A list of key species for each country was also available and citizens were able to report if 

they have seen those species, and if they were under environmental threats.  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Project co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the participating countries 
22 

2. THE CITIZEN SCIENCE TRAINING SEMINAR AS IMPLEMENTED IN 

CYPRUS 

The successful implementation of citizen science projects is often correlated with the time 

the organizers spend on training the participants prior to their involvement in the projects. 

For the non-scientists it is often very hard to follow a specific methodology, neither do they 

realize why data needed to be collected and reported in a systematic way. For this reason, it 

is vital to dedicate some time, for explaining to the motivated citizens how they can properly 

contribute to the project.  

2.1 Inviting stakeholders 

The external expert of the Department of Biological Sciences of the University of Cyprus, AP 

Marine Environmental Consultancy Ltd was firstly responsible for preparing a stakeholders 

list targeting the diving community. AP Marine Ltd provided DBS-UCY a contact list which 

contained the information of citizens who might be interested in participating in the 

training. In order to respect the EU General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) an 

application form was created to enable citizens to fill in their personal data and give their 

consent that their data will be used only in the context of the project RECONNECT. Forty-six 

participants signed and returned the application form (Image 17). Forty (40) out of 46 have 

expressed their interest in participating in the training seminar for citizen science. 
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Application for further information on the RECONNECT project and its activities 

The RECONNECT project (Regional cooperation for the transnational ecosystem sustainable 
development), is implemented under the framework of the transnational Cooperation 
Programme Interreg V-B Balkan Mediterranean 2014-2020, and is co-funded by the 
European Union and National Funds of the participating countries. RECONNECT project 
aims to develop a transnational cooperative network for sustainable management of Marine 
Protected Areas (MPAs) and Natura 2000 sites. The new transnational and holistic approach 
which will be developed, will change the current protection strategies in the Balkan-
Mediterranean area, promoting more efficient and accurate management practices. The 
main outputs of the RECONNECT project will provide information concerning habitat 
attributes, as well as the essential biodiversity, socio-economic and cultural variables of the 
participating countries.  

An important innovative element of the RECONNECT Project is the involvement of civil 
society, through the evaluation of ecosystem services, using questionnaires. Subsequently, 
the project partners plan to implement training seminars for stakeholders, in order to 
contribute to the systematic monitoring and evaluation of the marine ecosystems. 

Respecting the European «GDPR» policy, for the protection of personal data. 

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which was applied on 25th May 2018, aims 
to protect the rights of natural persons regarding the processing of their personal data. 
Considering this policy, you are invited to fill in the below application form and give us your 
consent in including your personal information (email) in the RECONNECT project’s 
database. Your personal data will only be used for communication purposes with you, 
through the promotion of informative material, like the project’s newsletters, and for 
informing you about our future activities (such as the citizen science training). Your data will 
be deleted twelve months after the end of the RECONNECT project. Please be aware that at 
any time, you have the right to ask for your data to be deleted from our database by 
contacting us at reconnect@hcmr.gr. 

Are you interested in receiving updates for the RECONNECT project?                 
YES/NO 

Are you interested in participating in the training workshop on citizen science actions?                                                                                                                            
YES/NO 
 

Full Name: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Email address:  .……………………………………………………………………..…………………………………… 

Date: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature: …………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….  

Image 17: The application form sent to diving instructors in order to define their interest in 

participating in the citizen science training seminar. 

mailto:reconnect@hcmr.gr
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2.2 Selecting the correct date 

For the best organization of the “Citizen Science Training Seminar”, AP Marine designed a 

poll through an online calendar tool (Doodle poll) and the interested people were invited to 

participate, voting the most suitable day for them. This increased the chances of selecting 

the optimum date and time for the interesting parties and possibly increase the attendance 

numbers. Based on the Doodle poll, the seminar was decided to be organized on Thursday 

16th of May 2019, at 15:00-18:00. 

2.3 Selecting the place 

Since Cavo Greco was the marine protected area chosen for Cyprus, it was decided to host 

the training seminar at the Environmental Information and Education Centre of Cavo Greco. 

This Environmental Centre was under the jurisdiction of the Department of Forests, thus 

DBS-UCY had to officially request to rent the centre for hosting this event. The request was 

written in Greek and was addressed to the director of the Department of Forests. They 

accepted our request and asked us to pay the renting fees forward, and so we did. 

2.4 Booking catering services 

Since 40 people officially expressed their interest in participating in this training seminar, 

DBS-UCY proceeded with the tender request procedure. Five well-known catering 

companies were contacted on the same time, via email and were requested to send their 

tender which had to cover the needs of 40 people. For the specific event the catering 

companies were requested to provide: 

a) The necessities for a coffee break at 14:45, such as coffee, tea, juice, water as well as 

biscuits. Since the seminar was hosted during lunch time, this was considered 

necessary for giving the participants the energy needed for successfully attending the 

seminar. 

b) Cocktail type dinner and non-alcoholic drinks at 18:00 for giving them the 

opportunity to break-the-ice and get together as a group. 

The company which submitted the tender with the lowest price was selected. They 

additionally offered the services of two waiters and the relevant catering equipment (e.g. 

high tables, tablecloths, dishes, glasses, cups, napkins etc.) 
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2.5 The Final agenda of the Citizen Science training seminar in Cyprus 
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2.6 Advertising the event in social media pages 

The training seminar’s agenda was forwarded via email to all the interested parties. 

Additionally, to increase the attendance numbers, Ms. Yiota Lazarou who was the project 

manager on behalf of the Department of Biological Sciences, of the University of Cyprus took 

the initiative to personally cover the expenses of a Facebook add. For this purpose, a short 

video of 12’’ was created showcasing the seminar’s final agenda.  

As can be seen from the history panel (Image 18) of the advertisement’s activity, the ad was 

created on the 13th of May. As a bid strategy the lowest cost option was chosen. Then, the 

audience was targeted as can be seen in Image 19. The advertisement run from 14th of May 

until 16th of May at 18:00. As can be seen in the Performance graph (Image 20), the 

advertisement had 19 event responses and 3027 people reached in total. Additionally, based 

on the Demographics graph (Image 21), the following number of people responded to the 

event and reached to the event: 

• No people responded or reached the event aged 13-17. 

• There were 3 event responses from females, and 1 from men, and 215 females and 

244 men reached, aged 18-24. 

• There were 3 event responses from females, and 7 from men, and 480 females and 

527 men reached, aged 25-34. 

• There were 3 event responses from females, and 1 from men, and 383 females and 

342 men reached, aged 35-44. 

• There was 1 event response from females, and 0 from men, and 189 females and 198 

men reached, aged 45-54. 

• Zero females and men responded and 88 and 143 reached accordingly aged 55-64. 

• Zero females and men responded and 87 and 91 reached accordingly aged 65+. 

Regarding the performance graph (Image 22), 3027 people reached compared to the 4000 

people targeted with the amount spent. Facebook additionally recorded 3899 people’s 

impressions compared to the 4000 which was targeted based on the amount spent. 
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Image 18: The advertisement’s activity history. 

 

 

 

Image 19: The targeted audience. 
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Image 20: The advertisement’s performance success. 

 

Image 21: The demographics of event responses and reaches. 

 

Image 22: The numbers of reaches and impressions recorded in Facebook, compared to the 

amount spent. 

 

 



 

Project co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the participating countries 
31 

2.7 The citizen science kits 

As mentioned in deliverable D3.X.1, in order to increase the project’s engagement 

disseminating material were especially designed to be given to interested parties during 

open day events and of course during the citizen science training seminar. The citizen 

science kit (Images 23-25) had a paper portfolio, a notepad, a pen and a USB, the project’s 

flyers in Greek and English and the citizen science flyers in Greek and English. A lanyard was 

also prepared, as well as the printed forms of the final agenda and of the citizen science 

questionnaire. These disseminating materials were placed in a Cotton bag, together with a 

T-shirt and a hat. Two citizen science posters (not displayed here) were additionally given 

to each participant, one in Greek and one in English. In total 50 sets were prepared, in case 

more people came. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 23: The citizen science kit as given to the participants during the citizen science 

training seminar. 
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Image 24: The paper portfolio filled in with all the informative material needed for the 

seminar, as well as the disseminating material (pens, USBs, flyers) prepared for this purpose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 25: The cotton bag and the paper 

portfolio of the citizen science kit. 
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2.8 Seminar day 

Representatives of the Department of Biological Sciences of the University of Cyprus, as well 

as the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research prepared the reception area, by 

displaying the different t-shirt sizes, the hats, flyers and the reception list on the counter 

(Images 26-31). A bag filled with already rolled posters was displayed on the front. Each 

participant was invited to first register and collect his/her citizen science kit and then grab 

a coffee and drink before the initiation of the seminar. 

 

 

Image 26: Ms. Yiota Lazarou handing in a citizen science kit 
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Image 27: Ms. Yiota Lazarou handing in a hat and a poster. The t-shirts can be seen in the 

far-left, between the two figures. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Image 28: Participants and organizers in front of the registration desk. 
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Image 29: Participants getting together before the initiation of the citizen science training 

seminar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Image 30: Participants getting together before the initiation of the citizen science training 

seminar. 
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Image 31: Mr. Pavlos Diplaros from the Department of Biological Sciences of the University 

of Cyprus at the reception desk. The roll-up banner of the project can be seen in the far left, 

then the t-shirts for the citizen scientists separated in sizes, the hats and the cotton bags with 

the citizen science kit. Flyers from different projects, were also handed to the participants, 

in order to enhance the synergy between RECONNECT project and the Balkan 

Mediterranean project MELTEMI and the LIFE RELIONMED project. 
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As it was mentioned before, the training seminar (Images 32-43) had to begin with a short 

welcome speech by Dr. Spyros Sfenthourakis who was the project’s coordinator on behalf of 

the Department of Biological Sciences of the University of Cyprus. Unfortunately, Dr. 

Sfenthourakis did not manage to attend the seminar, thus Ms. Yiota Lazarou welcomed the 

audience on his behalf (Image 32). It was decided to do the seminar in English, since most of 

the participants were speaking English fluently. This, however, was decided from the 

organization stages since each invited party was asked to indicate their language preference 

during their RSVP requests.  

The seminar initiated with Dr. Maria Rousou (Image 33) from the Department of Fisheries 

and Marine Research, who gave a short presentation of the project RECONNECT’s main 

objectives and current work completed at the time. Then, a video of the protected area was 

presented by Mr. Chrysostomos Chrysostomou (Image 34), a staff member of the 

Environmental Center. After that, Dr. Demetris Kletou (Images 35, 36)from the Marine and 

Environmental Research Lab Ltd (external expert of DFMR) gave a presentation on the 

importance of the marine protected area of Cavo Greco and the species that can be found 

there.  

After that, a presentation by Mr. Antonis Petrou (Images 37,38) of the AP Marine 

Environmental Consultancy Ltd (external expert of DBS-UCY) presented the importance of 

the involvement of citizen scientists in monitoring and further protecting the marine 

environment of Cavo Greco, as well as the RECONNECT’s methodology on the matter. As can 

be seen in Appendix 1, Mr. Petrou’s first presentation included the nature of the marine 

environment and its basic characteristics along with the definitions of marine landscapes, 

habitats and species. Additionally, different aspects of marine pollution were analyzed such 

as, eutrophication and ocean acidification. It was also explained how different parties of the 

society can contribute to a healthier environment, with the main focus on how fishermen, 

tourists and divers can protect the environment. Furthermore, the definitions of Citizen and 

Marine Citizen Science were given along with the immediate benefits to the volunteers who 

participate in such projects.  
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The second presentation was mainly focused on the methodology which the citizen 

scientists will be required to use. It also included the best diving practices presented in the 

citizen science leaflet. Also, descriptions were briefly given about the three study areas. 

Following this, a video of the use of the citizen science platform was presented by Ms. 

Lazarou (Images 39,40), explaining all the steps required to follow to successfully add an 

observation on the online platform. Then, a presentation on RELIONMED-LIFE project was 

presented by Ms. Yiota Lazarou (Image 41) of the Department of Biological Science of the 

University of Cyprus. This presentation was given in the synergy framework between the 

two projects and based on the fact that both projects had chosen Cavo Greco as their pilot 

area, and both involved citizen science actions.  

With the completion of the presentations the participants were requested to fill-in the 

citizen science questionnaires and give it back to the organizers (Image 42). Then, a 

discussion section was initiated, welcoming the participants to ask questions and suggest 

what they believed was important for further improving the citizen scientists’ involvement. 

Many citizen scientists emphasized the need to organize additional events, in order to keep 

being interested and engaged to the project, such as organizing underwater photography 

competitions. All presentations can be found in Appendix 1. 
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Image 32: Ms. Yiota Lazarou from the DBS-UCY in the citizen science t-shirt welcoming the 

participants, before the initiation of the seminar, with the first presentation given by Dr. 

Maria Rousou, from DFMR.  
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Image 33: Dr. Maria Rousou presenting the RECONNECT project to the participants. 
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Image 34: Mr. Chrysostomos Chrysostomou from the Environmental Centre of Cavo Greco 

speaking shortly about the video about to screen regarding the protected are of Cape Greco 

and its importance. 
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Image 35: Dr. Demetris Kletou from MER Lab Ltd presenting the importance of the marine 

protected area of Cavo Greco and the species found there. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Image 36: Dr. Demetris Kletou 

from MER Lab Ltd presenting the 

importance of the marine protected 

area of Cavo Greco and the species 

found there. 
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Image 37: Mr. Antonis Petrou from AP 

Marine Environmental Consultancy Ltd 

presenting the importance of citizen 

science, the best diving practices, and 

the protocol the volunteers will need to 

follow in order to systematically collect 

data for the project. 

 

 

 

Image 38: Mr. Antonis Petrou from AP Marine Environmental Consultancy Ltd presenting 

the importance of citizen science, the best diving practices, and the protocol the volunteers 

will need to follow in order to systematically collect data for the project. 
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Image 39: Ms. Yiota Lazarou screening the short video prepared for explaining how to use 

the citizen science online platform. 

 

Image 40: Ms. Yiota Lazarou screening the short video prepared for explaining how to use 

the citizen science online platform. 



 

Project co-funded by the European Union and National Funds of the participating countries 
45 

 

Image 41: Ms. Yiota Lazarou giving a short presentation on LIFE RELIONMED project, in 

order to further enhance the synergy opportunities between the two projects. 

 

Image 42: Participants filling-in the questionnaires given to them with the citizen science 

kit. 
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Image 43: Participants and organizers photographed together with the completion of the 

citizen science training seminar. From left to right, you can see Mr. Pavlos Diplaros and Ms. 

Yiota Lazarou from the Department of Biological Sciences of the University of Cyprus, Dr. 

Maria Rousou from the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research and two participants. 

Both organizers and participants are wearing the T-shirts and hats prepared as a citizen 

science kit, holding the cotton bags and the paper portfolios. 
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2.9 The Citizen Science Questionnaire and its results from Cyprus 

In order to assess the participants’ understanding of the project’s expectations, a 

questionnaire which was created by AP Marine Environmental Consultancy Ltd and the 

Department of Biological Sciences of the University of Cyprus was given to them at the end 

of the training seminar.   

The aims of the questionnaire were the following: 

a) To examine if the citizen scientists understood what would be expected from them, 

how they would need to take their photos and how they would need to send their 

reports to the organizers.  

b) To check whether they were previously involved in a citizen science project, and how 

they participated in that. 

c) Collect general information regarding their diving experience. 

d) Assess their understanding on what they should avoid during diving, in order to 

further protect the marine environment. 

Overall, through this questionnaire, the organizers were able to assess the successfulness of 

the seminar and citizen scientists assessed the level of their understanding and asked the 

organizers for clarifications before they left the seminar.  

It is also important to mention that although the registered participants on that day were 30 

people, only 20 return their questionnaires completed. Thus, the sample size was 20. 
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You have been selected to take part in this survey because of your expertise and relevance 
to the project. Your participation in the survey is entirely voluntary.  If you are happy to take 
part, please give your consent by writing a in the box below, and by providing us your 
email. The survey should take approximately 10-15 minutes to complete. 

Do you wish you take part in this survey, regarding citizen science, and best diving 
practices? If you do, please write a tick ( ) in this box.   
Email: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Your email will be held securely in a Google database. All data will be deleted 12 months 
after the project’s end date. For further information, or if you have any queries, please 
contact reconnect@hcmr.gr. According to the General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR), 
you are free to withdraw your questionnaire responses from the project data set at any time, 
until the data are destroyed. You should note that the analysed questionnaire data may be 
used in the production of formal research outputs (e.g. journal articles, conference papers, 
and reports). Your answers will be treated confidentially and the information you provide 
will be kept anonymous in any research outputs/publications. You are advised to contact 
reconnect@hcmr.gr at the earliest opportunity, should you wish to withdraw from the 
survey. You do not need to give a reason. A decision to withdraw, or not to take part, will not 
affect you in any way. 

 

  
 
Please check the appropriate box or, where relevant, specify your answer. 

1.1. Age: 

           18-30                                    40-49                               60-69  

           31-39                                    50-59                                70 plus 

1.2. Gender: 

         Male 

         Female  

1.3. Educational level:  

        Primary school                          

        High school 

        University 

        Master 

        Doctorate/PHD 

 

SECTION 1: Demographics 

 

mailto:reconnect@hcmr.gr
mailto:reconnect@hcmr.gr
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1.4. Nationality:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

1.5. Occupation:…………………………………………………………………………………………………………..

SECTION 2: Scuba diving profile 

 
Please check the appropriate box or, where relevant, specify your answer. 

2.1. Working in Scuba diving industry? 

        YES 

        NO  

2.2. Date you began diving: ......................................................................... 

2.3. What is your diving organization (e.g. PADI, CMAS, NAUI?):………………………………  

2.4. Level of certification: ............................................................................ 

2.5. Maximum depth attained:…………………………………..……...…… 

2.6. Date of last dive:……………………………………………………………….  

2.7. Approximate total number of dives:…………………………………………. 

SECTION 3:  

 
Please check the appropriate box or, where relevant, specify your answer. 

3.1. Did you hear about RECONNECT project before? 

        YES 

        NO

3.2. Have you ever participated in a Citizen Science project? 

        YES

        NO 

If your answer was YES, which was this citizen science project, and how were you engaged? 

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………….. 
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3.3. Which of the following sentences describe the reasons for participating in this project?  

Rate the most important reasons by 5 and the least by 1 

                                                                                             1        2        3       4        5  
To spend quality time with my friends/family                        

To acquire skills 

For networks and collaborations           

To spend time with like-minded people 

For the sake of future generations                

For public recognition 

For the sake of society/the environment                                     

For the knowledge gained 

For my interest in the subject under study                                 

For emotional satisfaction                                                          

For the contribution I can give                                                   

For personal satisfaction                       

For the sake of science 

For the reward 

 

3.4. Did you ever visit the 3 pilot study areas (Agioi Anargyroi, Cyclops cave and Canyon)? 

        YES 

        NO 

IF YES, ANSWER THE FOLLOWING QUESTIONS:

3.4.a. Declare which of them did you visit. 

Agioi Anargyroi 

Cyclops cave 

Canyon 

3.4.b. How many times did you visit these sites?................................................... 

3.4.c. How often do you visit these sites?................................................................... 
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3.4.d. Do you plan visiting these sites this summer season? 

        YES 

        NO 

3.4.e. Please evaluate the species richness (number of species) in these 3 pilot sites, 
according to your previous visits: 

AGIOI ANARGYROI:                   CYCLOPS CAVE:                                 CANYON: 

Very Rich                                        Very Rich                                               Very Rich                                    

Rich                                                   Rich                                                         Rich 

Medium                                           Medium                                                  Medium  

Good                                                 Good                                                       Good 

Poor                                                  Poor                                                        Poor 

SECTION 4: Training Workshop-Best diving practices 

Please check the appropriate box or, where relevant, specify your answer. 

4.1. Please indicate your level of agreement with each of the following statements according to the 
training seminar you participated in:  
 

 Very 
satisfied 

Somewhat 
satisfied 

Neutral  Somewhat 
dissatisfied 

Very 
dissatisfied 

Presentations      

Provided material      

Knowledge gained      

Methodology      

4.2. Do you feel ready to use the methodology you have learnt in the training workshop? 

        YES 

        NO 

If NO state your reasons: 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
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4.3. State whether the following statement is either wrong or right: 

1. Feeding fishes or any other marine species.     

Wrong             Right 

 

Choose what applies: 

a) It allows weak organisms to survive.  

b) It changes their behavior and diet.  

c) It allows close proximity to fish.  

d) Feeding attracts additional predators.  

e) Don’t know.  

 

2. Changing the position of marine species for the perfect photo. 

Wrong             Right 

 

Choose what applies: 

a) It changes their feeding behavior.  

b) They enjoy touching them.  

c) It provokes aggressive reactions.  

d) It changes their mating behavior.  

e) Don’t know.  

 

3. Good buoyancy control is important during diving. 

Wrong             Right 

 

Choose what applies: 

a) Use appropriate weights.  

b) Remain in a vertical position in the water.  

c) Don’t stir the sandy bottom.  

d) Fully inflate your BCD while ascending.  

e) Don’t know. 
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4. The diver-photographer must be sufficiently skilled so that underwater photography 
remains a reasonably safe activity. 

Wrong             Right 

 

Choose what applies:  

a) Get your buoyancy and diving skills down before taking a camera underwater.  

b) Heavy currents and poor visibility are the ideal conditions for underwater        

photography.             

c) Good diving skills are necessary to avoid damaging the reefs when you are  
closely approaching them.  

d) Move and orientate the marine life freely to get the perfect picture.  

e) Don’t know.  

 
5. Marine litter disposed by human activities pollute the marine ecosystem. 

Wrong             Right 

 

Choose what applies: 

a) Avoid buying single use plastics such as straws and plastic bags.  

b) Fertilizers and animal wastes do not pollute the marine ecosystem.  

c) Microplastics and other marine litters bio accumulate in fish.  

d) Most of the marine litter especially plastics biodegrade very fast.  

e) Don’t know.  
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2.9.1 Demographics 

 

The first section of the questionnaire contained questions regarding the demographics of 

the interviewees. As you can see from Graph 1 below, the majority of the participants (40%) 

were aged 18-30 years old. Thirty percent of the participants were aged 40-49 years old, 

20% were aged 31-39, 5% were 50-59 and another 5% were 60-69 years old. There were 

no participants aged more than 70 years old. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graph 1: The age of the participants. 
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As you can see from Graph 2 below, 70% of the participants were male and 30% were female. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graph 2: The Gender of the participants 

As it can be seen in Graph 3, participants with a High School diploma and with a University 

degree had the same percentage (40%). Twenty percent of the participants had a Master’s 

degree. There were no participants with a Primary school diploma, and none with a 

Doctorate. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graph 3: The educational level of the participants 
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Regarding the Nationality of the participants, as can be seen in Graph 4 below, the majority 

(7) of the participants were from Cyprus. Six of the participants were British, 2 were from 

France, one was Greek, one Welsh and another one Canadian. Two people had dual 

citizenships. One was Cypriot/British and another one was Cypriot/Swedish. 

 

Graph 4: The Nationality of the participants 

 

 

Graph 5: The Occupation of the participants 
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As can be seen from Graph 5 above, the majority of the participants (8 out of 20) were diving 

instructors, as was initially targeted. Four of the participants were biologists, 2 were still 

students at a University, 1 was a physiotherapist, 1 was an ichthyologist, 1 was a constructor, 

2 were unemployed and 1 was a freediving instructor. 

 

2.9.2 Scuba diving profile 

Regarding the first question of the scuba diving profile, whether or not the participants 

worked in the scuba diving industry, half of them did and half did not. One participant was 

not a scuba diver, thus left their answers to these questions empty. For this reason, the 

sample size for the following questions was 19 instead of 20. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graph 6: The year the participants started diving 

As you can see from Graph 6 above, 1 participant started diving in the 70s, 1 during the 80s, 

5 during the 90s, 8 during the 00s and 4 during the 10s. Regarding the question on the diving 

organizations the participants were trained to, some participants had given multiple 

answers. As you can see from Graph 7 below, 1 participant had declared that BSAC was their 

diving organization, 1 that was GUE, 3 that was TDI, 1 that was AIDA, 2 that was SDI, 2 that 
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Graph 7: The diving organization of the participants 

 

Regarding the diving qualifications of the participants, since the majority of them had PADI 

certifications, a conversion was made to the ones that did not belong to PADI’s system of 

certification, in order to correspond to that system. As you can see from Graph 8 below, most 

of the participants (7 out of 19) were Master divers, 4 were instructors, 3 were advanced 

divers and 3 were rescue divers, 1 was an open water diver and one was a master instructor. 

 

Graph 8: The levels of qualification of the participants, based on the PADI certification 

system. 
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Graph 9: Maximum depth attained during scuba diving by the participants 

 

As you can see from Graph 9 above, 2 participants attained less than 20m depth during their 

diving, 1 less than 30m depth, 9 of them, which was the majority, attained less than 50m, 1 

less than 60, 4 less than 70 and 2 more than 100 depth. 

 

Graph 10: Time of last dive 
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went for a dive on the same date of the seminar. Two participants went for a dive during 

April 2019, 1 during February 2019, 1 during June 2018, 1 during May 2018 and 1 had “lost 

touch” with diving, since the last time they dived was during June 2015.  

 

 

Graph 11: Total number of dives of the participants 

 

According to Graph 11 above, 32% of the participants participated in more than 3000 dives. 

Eleven percent of them had more than 200 dives, 11% more than 500 dives, 10% had less 

than 10 dives, and 10% less than 60 dives. Sixteen percent had less than 80, 5% had less 

than 1000 dives, and 1 less than 10000 dives. 

 

The following section of the questionnaire involved questions about the project, the pilot 

study areas and an analysis on the reasons for participating in the project. As you can see 

from Graph 12 below, 65% of the participants heard about project RECONNECT before, and 

35% did not. Also, as you can see from Graph 13 below, when they were asked whether they 

participated in a citizen science project before 75% of the participants responded negatively, 

and 25% of them positively.  
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Graph 12: The responses of the participants on whether they heard about project 

RECONNECT before. 

 

 

 

Graph 13: The responses of the participants on whether they participated in a citizen 

science project before. 

 

The participants who responded positively in Graph 13, they said they previously 
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At question 3.3 the participants were asked to rate a number of different reasons for 

participating in project RECONNECT, stating 1 as the least important and 5 the most 

important reason. As you can see from Graph 14 below, 13 out of 20 people said that joining 

this project for the reward was the least important reason. Other reasons that didn’t apply 

to the majority of the participants were joining for public recognition, or for spending quality 

time with friends or family. The majority of them (18 out of 20) said that the most important 

reason was joining for the sake of society and the environment. Other reasons which were 

considered important for the participants were joining for the sake of future generations, 

for the knowledge which will be gained, for the contribution they could give, for their 

personal interest in the subject under study, for the sake of science, for personal and for 

emotional satisfaction. 

 

Graph 14: The reasons for participating in project RECONNECT as graded by the 

participants. One was chosen for the least important reasons and 5 for the most important 

ones. 
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Regarding whether they ever visited the pilot study areas (Ayioi Anargyroi, Cyclops cave and 

Canyon) in Cavo Greco, 75% of the participants responded positively and 25% of them 

responded negatively. Additionally, when the participants were asked specifically which of 

the study sites of project RECONENCT have visited before, 15 out of 20 said that they visited 

Cyclops cave. As you can see from Graph 15, Cyclops cave is considered one of the most 

visited sites for scuba diving, thus this response was expected. Twelve out of 20 also said 

that they visited Ayioi Anargyroi site before. Regarding Canyon site, only 9 out of 20 

responded positively. This reflects to the fact that Canyon is not a highly accessible site, and 

only highly experienced divers go there for diving. The following question on the number of 

visits they had to these sites was not that successful since the majority of the participants 

left it unanswered. Some participants stated 10-30 times, others 500 and even 1000 times. 

Regarding the regularity of their visits, that questions was also not answered successfully, 

since the questionnaire didn’t specify the range of regularity. Some participants said that 

they visited the sites, 3-4 times per week, others replied by saying often or not that often. 

For this reason, a graph for questions 3.4.b and 3.4.c were not created. 

 

 

Graph 15: The participants’ response on whether they visited or not Cavo Greco’s study 

sites. 
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Regarding the question on whether they were planning to visit these sites during the 

summer season, all the participants replied positively. The participants were additionally 

asked to evaluate the species richness of the 3 pilot study sites. Unfortunately, not all the 

participants replied this question. Only 10 participants graded the species richness in Ayioi 

Anargyroi, 13 for Cyclops cave and 9 for Canyon. As you can see from Graph 16, the majority 

of the participants (8 out of 13) said that Cyclops cave had a moderate species richness and 

3 said that it had a very rich species richness. Canyon and Ayioi Anargyroi sites were also 

graded as having a moderate species richness, with 6 out of 9 and 7 out of 10 respectively 

answering this question. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Graph 16: The study sites’ species richness according to the participants responses. 
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regarding the presentations, 14 participants thought that they were very satisfying and 6 

thought they were somewhat satisfying.  

 

 

Graph 17: The assessment of the training seminars according to the participants opinion. 

 

The participants were also asked whether they were ready to use the methodology they 

learned in the seminar during their diving at the pilot study sites. Most of them (90% 
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for using the methodology and that they weren’t good divers and that they didn’t have any 

photography material. Also, they said that they weren’t from Cyprus so they will not be able 

to apply this methodology, but they could use it in a similar training seminar close to where 

they lived. 

Regarding the best diving practices, and specifically the question on whether divers should 

be feeding the fish or any other marine species, all the participants replied that such a 

practice is wrong. As you can see from Graph 19 below, all the participants selected an 

answer to that question. All of the participants answered that such a practice can change the 

behavior and diet of the marine species, which was analyzed during the presentations, which 

was a good finding, since that meant that the participants understood what was explained 

to them. Six participants said that feeding can attract additional predators which was 

indirectly explained to them through saying that such practice can alter the ecosystem’s food 

web. Overall the responsiveness to this question was very encouraging. 

 

 

Graph 19: What the participants believed that applied as the consequence of the practice 

of feeding marine species. 
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Regarding the second question on whether changing the position of marine species for 

taking the perfect photo was a correct practice or not, 100% of the participants replied 

negatively. As you can see from Graph 20 below, only 1 participant replied that they didn’t 

know how such a practice could affect the marine species. All the participants said that they 

should avoid touching the marine species. Also, 16 out of 20 participants said that this could 

provoke aggressive reactions which was actually analyzed in the presentations. Nine 

participants selected that this could change the mating behavior of the marine species and 3 

that this could affect their feeding behavior. Such effects could be true in reality but weren’t 

analyzed in the presentation. Overall, again the participants responded excellently showing 

they understood what was presented to them. 

 

 

 

Graph 20: The participants’ opinion on how could marine species be affected when they 

were changed positions for taking photos. 
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Regarding the question on the buoyancy control, all the participants replied that good 

buoyancy control is important during diving. As you can see from Graph 21 below, all the 

participants replied this question by choosing an option, except the one that said that you 

should fully inflate their BCD while ascending. This option was based on the technicality of 

scuba diving and their response is what should have been, since you should never inflate the 

BCD during ascension. The rest of the responses were all correct, and these details were 

mentioned in the presentations as good practices for achieving zero buoyancy balance. 

Nineteen participants said that appropriate should be used, 18 said that the sandy bottom 

should not be stirred and 5 said that they should remain at a vertical position in the water. 

Their responsiveness was again characterized excellent. 

 

 

 

Graph 21: Importance of a good buoyancy control during scuba diving. 
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skills before taking a camera underwater. These two options were considered the correct 

ones, based on what was presented to the participants, thus their response was considered 

great. Only 1 participant said that you should orientate the marine life freely to get the 

perfect pictures, and that heavy currents and poor visibility are the ideal conditions for 

underwater photography. 

 

Graph 22: The importance for scuba divers in being sufficiently skilled in underwater 

photography in order for it to remain a safe activity. 
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Graph 23: The consequences of marine litter to the marine environment. 
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2.10 Additional Citizen Science Trainings in Cyprus 

Ms. Melina Marcou from the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research informed the 

Department of Biological Sciences of the University of Cyprus of the upcoming meeting of 

the PADI Members. Through her encouragement DBS-UCY’s team contacted the president of 

the PADI Member Forum, Mr. Sascha Engeler and requested to allow half an hour in the end 

of the forum for introducing their diving instructors to RECONNECT’s citizen science 

initiative. They accepted and DBS-UCY’s team was represented by their external expert, AP 

Marine Environmental Consultancy Ltd.  

Mr. Antonis Petrou, who is the director of AP Marine Ltd, participated in the PADI Member 

Forum, which took place on Friday 24th May 2019, at the Grecian Park hotel, in Cavo Greco. 

During this Forum, Mr. Petrou had the invaluable opportunity to explain to the participants 

the importance of citizen science and how can divers contribute towards our efforts for 

better management and protection of the MPA of Cavo Greco. Mr. Petrou explained the 

simple methodology which the observers will need to follow, as well as some best diving 

practices for the protection of the marine environment. Present at the meeting were Ms. 

Melina Marcou who took the photos provided below and Dino Protopapas from the 

Management Agency of Dodecanese Protected Areas who happened to be there as well. 
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Image 44: Mr. Antonis Petrou at the PADI Member Forum, presenting the citizen science 
actions of project RECONNECT. 

 

 
 
Image 45: Mr. Antonis Petrou at the PADI Member Forum, presenting the citizen science 
actions of project RECONNECT. Mr. Petrou is holding the citizen science flyer. 
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Image 46: Mr. Antonis Petrou at the PADI Member Forum, presenting the citizen science 
actions of project RECONNECT. Mr. Dino Protopapas from the Management Agency of 
Dodecanese Protected Areas happened to be there as well. Mr. Protopapas is demonstrating 
the citizen science posters. 
 

 
 
Image 47: Mr. Antonis Petrou explaining the placement of the permanent quadrats and the 
need of their continuous recordings by the citizen scientists. 
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2.11 Posts in Social Media for engaging the interest of citizen scientists 

In order to further engage the citizen scientists in participating at this initiative the 

Department of Biological Sciences of the University of Cyprus proceeded to the creation of a 

series of posts dedicated to the importance of citizen science in a near daily frequency during 

the last week of May 2020. Also, the Department of Fisheries and Marine Research sent to 

DBS-UCY already prepared texts and photos for a series of posts to RECONNECT’s Facebook 

page, which were dedicated to Cavo Greco Marine Protected Area, the selected species 

(Posidonia oceanica and vermetid reefs), as well as the 3 study areas selected in cape Greco. 

Posts for the promotion of the citizen science training seminar are also presented here. 
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2.12 Honoring the citizen scientists of Cyprus 
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The RECONNECT partnership decided that one of the best ways to honor the contribution of 

citizen scientists to the project was the inclusion of mini interviews of them in the project’s 

newsletters. One of the citizen scientists who actively participated in the project and 

recorded the permanent quadrats in Cavo Greco Cyprus was Mr. Yiannos Mylonas. His 

responses to our questions are presented below, as well as a picture of him taken 

underwater. Mr. Mylonas was required to fill-in a consent form, following the GDPR 

guidelines, allowing us to use his replies in our newsletter and in the Facebook page. 

 
1. How did you learn about the RECONNECT project and decided to be involved in 

the citizen science initiative? 

I learned about the RECONNECT project through a social media call. Reading the call 

caught my attention and I instantly decided to participate, in order to contribute to 

the programme in any way I could.   

   

2. What does it mean for you to be a citizen scientist? 

Participating in this project allowed me to contribute back to the marine 

environment, by providing information recorded in the pilot sites of the project. This 

means a lot to me, since I can finally do something more interesting during diving 

apart from enjoying the beauty of the marine life. I can help our scientists protect the 

environment in a better way. 

 

3. How do you value the importance of your contribution towards the protection 

of the marine environment? 

Citizen science divers are very important for the marine life research. It can cost a lot 

of money and time to obtain the required amount of scientific data in a marine 

project, especially if this is done through hiring external experts. Unfortunately, funds 

for marine research in Cyprus are limited, thus with their contribution citizen science 

divers manage to obtain this information in a less expensive way, and help our 

scientists collect more data in a shorter period of time.  

4. What do you think should change in order to achieve better environmental 

protection? 
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   1)      More laws must be put in place to better protect the environment. 

2)      Educate people/divers in environmental concepts. 

3)   Educate/train divers, and help them obtain a scientific diving qualification, 

which will make them more aware of the scopes of the science projects and 

more skilful. 

  

5. What would you say to other people in order to motivate them to participate in 

this project? 

 We dive for various reasons. Some of us because we love the underwater world, some 

others do it for the feeling of being surrounded by marine life.  If we want to continue 

enjoying this magnificent world, we need to help our scientists carry out their 

research and contribute towards protecting the marine environment. Next time you 

see a citizen science call, go ahead and participate in order to give something back to 

our seas. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image 48: Mr. Yiannos 

Mylonas recording marine 

life with a camera attached to 

a quadrat. 
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Consent form for RECONNECT Citizen Science interview 

The RECONNECT project (Regional cooperation for the transnational ecosystem sustainable 

development), is implemented under the framework of the transnational Cooperation 

Programme Interreg V-B Balkan Mediterranean 2014-2020, and is co-funded by the 

European Union and National Funds of the participating countries. RECONNECT project 

aims to develop a transnational cooperative network for sustainable management of Marine 

Protected Areas (MPAs) and Natura 2000 sites. The new transnational and holistic approach 

which will be developed, will change the current protection strategies in the Balkan-

Mediterranean area, promoting more efficient and accurate management practices. The 

main outputs of the RECONNECT project will provide information concerning habitat 

attributes, as well as the essential biodiversity, socio-economic and cultural variables of the 

participating countries.  

Taking into consideration your valuable participation in the Citizen Science activities, the 

partnership of project RECONNECT would like to express their gratitude, through dedicating 

a section of the project’s newsletter to you, the model citizen scientists. This newsletter will 

be disseminated to a list of recipients who have already expressed interest in the project. 

Also, the partnership wishes to thank you through posting part of your replies, along with 

your photo, in the social media pages of the project in Facebook and Twitter. 

Respecting the European «GDPR» policy, for the protection of personal data. 

The General Data Protection Regulation (GDPR) which was applied on 25th May 2018, aims 

to protect the rights of natural persons regarding the processing of their personal data. 

Considering this policy, you are invited to provide us your consent in publishing your 

responses and your photo in the newsletter and the social media pages of the project.  

Do you give your consent to the partnership of project RECONNECT in publishing your 

responses and your photo in the newsletter and the social media pages of the project?  

                 

YES/NO 

 

Full Name: ……………………………………………………………………………………………..…………………………. 

Date: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Signature: ………………………………………………………………………………………………....……………………….  
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3. APPENDIX 1: THE PRESENTATIONS PREPARED FOR THE TRAINING 

WORKSHOP, IN CAVO GRECO.  
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