
MELTEMI… The wind against marine 
litter 

Officer 
Department of Fisheries and  

Marine Research (DFMR) 

Dr. Maria Rousou 



Department of Fisheries and  Marine Research (DFMR) 

•Funded by the European Union (75% EU - 25% by own 
contribution) Interreg 2014-2020, Balkan-Mediterranean 
 

•15/9/17 – 15/9/2019 
 

•8 partners / 4 countries 
 
•Cyprus 
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Scope: To tangle the problem of marine litter 

“Marine litter (marine debris) is any persistent, manufactured 

or processed solid material discarded, disposed of or 

abandoned in the marine and coastal environment.” (UNEP, 

2005). 
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Worldwide problem 
• Distribution of litter types in different realms  (916 publications) 
• Marine Litter found in Mediterranean Sea 
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Impacts of Marine Litter  

• Entanglements / injuries of 
marine species 

• Ingestion of marine litter 
• Ghost fishing 
• Spreading of alien species 
• Transfer through the food 

chain 

Environmental 

@Ana Liria Loza 
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Impacts of Marine Litter  

Social – Health – Economic 

• Loss of aesthetics 
• Risks to health and safety 

• Economic (Tourism, Vessel operators, Fisheries, 
Aquaculture) 

• Costs for clean-up, animal rescue operations etc. 
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Scope: To tangle the problem of marine litter by:  
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1. Assessment of Marine Litter in Lara and Faros, Paphos Actions 
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1. Assessment of Marine Litter in Lara and Faros, Paphos Actions 

EU protocols  
• Beach 
• Seafloor 
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1. Assessment of Marine Litter in Lara and Faros, Paphos Actions 

Collection of marine litter (>2.5 cm) along  100 m  transects 
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1. Assessment of Marine Litter in Lara and Faros, Paphos Actions 

• Separation of marine litter into categories (TGML MasterList) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
• Count number of items per category & weigh 
• Upload data to Marine Litter Watch Application 
 

Lara Faros 
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1. Assessment of Marine Litter in Lara and Faros, Paphos 

Video 

Meltemi sampling procedure - diving.wmv
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2. Informing and education stakeholders Actions 

Blue Cafe (ΑΚΤI-DFMR) 
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2. Informing and education stakeholders Actions 

meltemi@school (ΑΚΤI) 
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2. Informing and education stakeholders Actions 

meltemi@school (ΑΚΤI) 

• Competitions:  Video, Creative writing, Art 
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2. Informing and education stakeholders Actions 

Researcher’s Night, 
Limassol 27-28/9/18 
 
Presenting MELTEMI at: 
• Workshops 
• Meetings 
• Universities 
• etc 
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2. Informing and education stakeholders Actions 

Soon… Exhibition center on marine litter  
Paphos Castle 
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3. Review of world-wide existing tools and best practices Actions 

Bibliographic review 

Aim: Review of existing 
tools and the legal 
instruments in use in 
Europe and world-wide 
towards identifying 
specific tools and smart 
targets 
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3. Review of world-wide existing tools and best practices Actions 

«Marine Litter: 3-day international workshop on “smart 
solutions and technologies»   
20-21-22 June 2018, Paphos, Cyprus 



Department of Fisheries and  Marine Research (DFMR) 



Department of Fisheries and  Marine Research (DFMR) 

1 

2 

3 



Department of Fisheries and  Marine Research (DFMR) 

3. Review of world-wide existing tools and best practices Actions 

Online questionnaire 

Identify main 
sources and 
causes of marine 
litter 

Evaluate the marine 
litter problem in 
Akamas, Cyprus 

Identify the most 
important tools and 
best practices 

Evaluate the 
effectiveness of 
institutions 
addressing the 
problem 
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3. Review of world-wide existing tools and best practices Actions 

1. Plastic bag levy 

2. Regular beach clean-ups 
3. Recycle bins  
4. Environmental education 
5.  Beach ashtrays 
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4. Development of National Action Plans for Marine Litter Actions 

1st Training Course for the development of National Action 
Plan on Marine Litter  
26/11/18, Paphos, Cyprus 
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4. Development of National Action Plans for Marine Litter Actions 

2nd Training Course for the development of National Action 
Plan on Marine Litter  - 21/03/19, Paphos, Cyprus 
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5. Development of Transnational Action Plans on Marine Litter Actions 
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Would you like to swim in  
a sea full of marine litter? 

Take actions now! 


