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LIFE15 NAT/HR/000997  
«Collective actions for improving the conservation 
status of the EU sea turtle populations» 
 
• Duration: 5 years (September 2016 – Αugust 2021).  

• Total Approved Budget: € 5,116,167.00 (DFMR - €235,770). The 
project is co-funded 50% by the E.U.  

• Partners: 9 organizations from 6 Mediterranean E.U. countries: 

 

 



The Aım 

To Improve the conservation status of the E.U. 
populations of two sea turtle priority species, the 
Loggerhead - Caretta caretta and the Green Turtle - 
Chelonia mydas. 



LIFE EUROTURTLES – Objectives 



Actions DFMR is Involved 

A2. Regulations for reducing anthropogenic impacts at 
nesting sites 
C1. Mitigation of threats at nesting sites 
C5. Rescue centers and networks: increasing sea turtle 
rehabilitation capacity 
C6. Reducing the impact of ghost gear in turtles (OC-UCY) 
E1. Visibility, dissemination and networking 
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ACTION A2. Regulations for reducing anthropogenic 
impacts at nesting sites 
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A2. Regulations for reducing anthropogenic  
impacts at nesting sites 

LOCATION: 

13 known nesting areas of C. mydas and C. caretta along the 
northwestern coast of Cyprus (Toxeftra, Lara 2, Lara, Lara 1, 
Asprokremmos, Latsi, Natura, Polis, Limni, Argaka, Yialia, Ayia 
Marina South, and Ayia Marina North) 

 
 



A2. Regulations for reducing anthropogenic  
impacts at nesting sites 

1. Assessment of the current status of the anthropogenic threats at the 13 nesting sites 

2. Anthropogenic threats ranked in each area 

3. Report on the trends related to the threats and pressures that sea turtles face in the 

areas in question  

4. Protocol on “Actions to Take” when finding a nest at a protected and non-protected site 

 

 

© A. Demetropoulos, A. Mastrogiacomo, S. Demetropoulos, M. Hadjichristophorou (2018) 
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ACTION C.1: Mitigation of threats at nesting sites 
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Pervolıa - Softades 



2nd Project meeting – Larnaca, Cyprus – 26-28 September 2017 

C1. Mitigation of threats at nesting sites 
What has been done so far - Fencing 



Improve the capacity to detect nests in need of specific protection 
in areas at risk of predation or inundation.  

 

The current capacity is limited to on-foot ground surveys 
conducted by the limited personnel of DFMR and the marine 

turtle experts, over long coastal tracts.  

As a consequence some tracts are inefficiently surveyed (low 
frequency and delayed intervention in case of need). 



3 areas on the southeastern part of Cyprus 
(Pervolia and Softades), where turtle nests are not 
adequately protected 



Phantom IV pro+ 



Phantom IV pro+ 











Terrestrial Ecosystem Management Lab (Temlab) 

Open University of Cyprus 

























11 aluminum cages 
8 possible nests   



Benefits 

- Faster survey for long areas 
- Minimizing personnel time on field 

- Rapid method  
- Repeatable 

- Developing  accurate database 

- Detect details that might be missed on sight 
- Detect any illegal activities (i.e. car tracks) 
- Extract Georeferenced nest location 

 



Next steps 

- Scan all 10 studied beaches creating 
detailed maps to be used from field officers 

- During nesting seasons 
- Collect aerial images two times a week 

- Extract possible nesting locations 
- Field validation and protection 
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ACTION C5. Rescue centers and networks: increasing 

sea turtle rehabilitation capacity 
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C5. Rescue centres and networks: increasing sea turtle 
rehabilitation capacity 
What has been done so far 



C5. Rescue centres and networks: increasing sea turtle 
rehabilitation capacity 
What has been done so far 



Capacity Building 
Training Workshop in Athens – January 2019: First Aid, 
Rescue and Rehabilitation of Injured Turtles  
 

C5. Rescue centres and networks: increasing sea turtle 
rehabilitation capacity 
What has been done so far 





Meneou Turtle Rescue Center 

 

    © Melina Marcou, Department of Fisheries and Marine Research                               

© Melina Marcou, Department of Fisheries and Marine 

Research 

C5. Rescue centres and networks: increasing sea turtle 
rehabilitation capacity 
What has been done so far 





C5. Rescue centres and networks: increasing sea turtle 
rehabilitation capacity 
What has been done so far 
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ACTION C6. Reducıng the ımpact of ghost gears  

ın turtles 
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C6. Reducing the impact of ghost gear in turtles 
What has been done so far 

ROV surveys to identify locations and estimate extend of ghost 

gear in Natura 2000 Site Polis – Gialia (CY4000001) 







Placement of collection bins for abandoned fishing gears (ghost gear) at 

Latsi port and the fishing shelters of Pomos and Kato Pyrgos.  

C6. Reducing the impact of ghost gear in turtles 
What has been done so far 



C6. Reducing the impact of ghost gear in turtles 
What has been done so far 

Τhe discarded fishing gear are collected by ENERCO Energy Recovery Ltd and 

converted into energy, replacing the conventional fuels. 



C6. Reducing the impact of ghost gear in turtles 
What has been done so far 

 

GIS map with ghost gear 

locations, densities, and 

types. 



C6. Reducing the impact of ghost gear in turtles 
What has been done so far 

 In total 285 kg of abandoned ghost fishing gear (165 kilos from Latsi 
and 120 kilos from Pomos) were removed by the divers and placed in 
the bins that have been installed at the port of Latsi and at the fishing 
shelter of Pomos. 

 Collection bins contained also fishing gear that were discarded by 
professional fishermen. In total 215 kg of useless fishing gear were 
discarded by professional fishermen. In particular, 105 kg of fishing 
gear were discarded in Pomos and 110 kilos in Kato Pyrgos. 

 In total 500kg of ghost gear were collected by an authorized 
company and converted into energy between 01/12/2017 and 
29/08/2018. 
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ACTION E1. Visibility, dissemination and networking 
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E1. Visibility, dissemination and networking 



E1. Visibility, dissemination and networking 



E1. Visibility, dissemination and networking 
Presentatıons 





HOW YOU CAN HELP 



HOW YOU CAN HELP 







Thank you 

 for you attention 


